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Abstract: Achieving social sustainability is crucial in contemporary cities,

and public participation is one of the solutions that emerges from an
understanding of human values and the enhancement of man-made spaces.
An examination of the urban context of traditional cities reveals signs of
public participation at various levels. Public participation, particularly in
urban public spaces, fosters social interaction, security, and social stability.
Participatory architecture is recognized as a design approach; however, in
many instances, similar to a political approach, it serves as a medium that
facilitates social interactions. This study aims to introduce various forms of
public participation and their approaches, such as participatory, community,
and social architecture. By researching social activities in the public spaces
of historical cities, the study seeks to understand how people engage in these
spaces and the impact of this engagement on the social sustainability of the
city. The hypothesis is that despite the changes in the political and social
systems of modern cities and the new concepts of contemporary public
participation, the patterns and elements of past public participation can be
classified and compared with contemporary concepts. Understanding the
elements of public participation in historical urban contexts is not merely a
design approach; as a social event, analyzing these public activities and their
interactions with the built environment can provide valuable case studies
representing solutions for participatory architecture. Yazd is one of these
historical cities. Researching the historical context of the city, surveying
public activities in various open spaces, and engaging with residents reveal
how the quality of these activities and spaces has evolved over time. The
conclusion demonstrates how these insights can contribute to the
reconstruction and rehabilitation of the historical context of cities through
public participation.
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