Irani:

Architectu

SEnvizonmentaieseaneh m
., =

Comparing the Perception of Space Between Painters and

Architects
Seyed Mani Emadi Paramkouhi

1. Assistant Professor of Art Department at University of Zanjan, emadi.mani@znu.ac.ir

Article Info:

Article type:
Research Article

history:
Received:
2024/1/24
Received:
2024/4/13
Accepted:
2024/5/2
Published:
2024/8/5

Keywords:

space, perception,
painting, architecture,
environmental

psychology.

Abstract: This research aims to highlight the fundamental differences

between the “painterly" perception of space and the "architectural”
perception of space. The goal is to explore the potential advantages of the
painterly perception in architectural design and urban planning. Here, the
term "advantage" refers to an additional intellectual and practical resource
that a conventional architect or city planner may possess, enabling them to
perceive space differently. This unique perspective can lead to the
visualization and design of cities and architectures that are more self-
sufficient and harmonious with human needs. The author employs an
"environmental psychology" approach to measure the differences between
these two types of perception and to understand the influence of painterly
perception on architectural design and urban planning. From this
viewpoint, the comparison of these two perceptions can be considered a
comparative review. Based on the results, it can be concluded that
painterly perception is more colorful, flexible, self-sufficient, and
individualistic than its architectural counterpart. Architectural perception,
on the other hand, is more influenced by external practical considerations,
making it more susceptible to external forces that may not align with its
intrinsic conditions. In this context, painting can serve as a roadmap,
providing a smaller model for architectural designers. An architect or
urban planner familiar with painterly perception is better equipped to
understand the environment, place, architecture, city, color, and, in a
broader sense, "space." This does not imply that painters create better cities
or buildings; rather, engaging with painting and viewing artworks can help
mitigate the controlling mindset often associated with architectural
conservatism.
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