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Abstract Inarchitectural discourse, place quality has commonly been defined through assumptions such

as semantic coherence, perceptual stability, and the continuity of lived experience—assumptions rooted in
phenomenological traditions of place. By contrast, heterotopia, as formulated in Foucault’s spatial thinking,
is grounded in rupture, heterogeneity, and the suspension of dominant spatial orders. For this reason,
heterotopia has often been regarded as conceptually incompatible with place quality, or even as a force of
placelessness. This perceived incompatibility has led to the marginalization of heterotopia within
discussions of place quality, reducing it either to a purely critical category or excluding it altogether from
place-based analyses. This article advances a reinterpretation of heterotopia based on the premise that
spatial heterogeneity does not necessarily undermine place quality; rather, it may constitute a condition for
the production of multilayered meanings, experiences, and modes of presence. Heterotopic spaces, through
the coexistence of non-synchronous temporalities, overlapping narratives, and mechanisms of memory
activation, possess a distinct capacity to intensify place experience—one that cannot be adequately
explained by classical phenomenological models of place quality.

Accordingly, the article proposes a conceptual framework in which heterotopia is understood not as the
negation of place, but as a spatial logic for the production of place quality under contemporary conditions
of complexity and instability. This framework enables a rethinking of the relationship between meaning,
presence, and lived experience, and opens new theoretical horizons for architectural thinking and design
beyond homogeneous and unified spatial paradigms.
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